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Bonjour. Buenos dias. Good morning everyone.  
 
Distinguished guests, conference hosts, conference sponsors, members of the Gulf 
and Caribbean Fisheries Institute, ladies and gentlemen: welcome to the 61ST Gulf and 
Caribbean Fisheries Institute Conference. Welcome to the beautiful island of 
Guadeloupe. We are extremely fortunate for the opportunity to convene the conference in 
this spectacular country. On behalf of the GCFI Board of Directors and officers of the 
Institute, I thank you for attending this important meeting.  
 
We are truly honored to have with us this morning the distinguished guests you see 
before you at the head table. Gentlemen, we thank each of you for being with us today 
and for your efforts which made this conference a reality.  It is my privilege to recognize 
Dr. Vomakasy Venchard Druault-Aubin, Director of the Regional Fisheries Institute, who 
directed local conference planning efforts and coordinated logistics for the conference on 
behalf of the Guadeloupe Regional Council. Dr. Venchard has the distinct privilege of 
introducing each of our honorable guests who will then speak to us. 
 
We thank you distinguished gentlemen for sharing your valuable time, insightful 
comments and vision for the future of regional fisheries. Please accept from us the 
highest commendations for your support of this conference. Your presence here today 
confirms that the conference will be a landmark GCFI event! 
 
Furthermore, I gratefully acknowledge those leaders who were instrumental in local 
conference organizing activities: Hilaire Brudey, Lionel Reynal, Claude Bouchon, Olivier 
Guyader, Jacques Bertrand and Max Louis. Thank you all. 
 
We are extremely grateful to the sponsors of the conference for your generosity, and 
we acknowledge your vital role in these proceedings. Furthermore, I feel sure you will 
forgive me if I indulge in giving praise those GCFI officers, Board members, and other 
members of GCFI who were responsible for much of the detailed work associated with 
planning this meeting. They did not mind the work involved or the time they gave to 
GCFI. In particular, I recognize GCFI Executive Director Bob Glazer, Program Chair 
Alejandro Acosta, and Dalila Aldana-Aranda, the immediate Past-Chair of GCFI and 
GCFI ambassador to the local conference planning committee.        
 
At the 1948 inaugural GCFI conference, GCFI Chairman F.G. Walton Smith 
remarked ‘there appeared little doubt that the 1st GCFI conference would be the first of 
many’. A keen observation indeed, as GCFI finds itself well into the first decade of the 
new millennium. Based on the program agenda and the level of attendance at this 
conference, we can expect an extremely successful event. 
 
We are, however, reminded that unprecedented difficulties and challenges, including 
the ravages of recent hurricanes and other hardships that are now exacerbated as the 
tentacles of the growing economic crisis extend throughout the region, prevented a 
number of our colleagues, friends, and long-time members of the GCFI family from 
attending the conference. They will be missed, and we keep them, their families and their 
communities in our thoughts.   
 
A primary purpose of GCFI is to bring us together in this unique forum. We have the 
most auspicious conditions for this purpose, and, in this respect, we may regard the 
Institute as a catalyst. However, GCFI is much more than a catalyst…and facilitator.  
GCFI has been a leader in the region for 61 years; an organization without political bias, 
and, in my opinion, the most relevant and inclusive network for the exchange and 
dissemination of information on fisheries & fisheries issues in the wider Gulf and 
Caribbean….enlivening a sense of connectivity among individuals and groups that may 
often operate in relative isolation from one another. Naturally, I am biased in my opinion, 
but GCFI has become the ‘common meeting ground’ for biologists, resource managers, 
economists, commercial fishers, recreational fishers, social scientists, government 
officials, administrators, policy-makers, conservationists, students, NGOs, and other 
stake-holders working in the region’s fisheries.    
 
Inter-disciplinary cooperation among countries in the GCFI region and the 
willingness to focus efforts in the direction of integrated research, fisher input, and 
sustainable management show the greatest promise for the long-term viability of the 
region’s fisheries….viability of  resources and livelihoods. The challenges ahead are 
numerous and diverse, but we share common responsibilities. The sharing of knowledge 
and the level of broad inter-action among individuals, institutions and organizations 
representing different ideas, perspectives, and needs is perhaps the greatest strength and 
attribute of  GCFI…..therein lies its uniqueness and promise for the future.  
 
The fact that we have survived to convene our 61st Conference bears testimony to the 
value and utility of the organization. The dedication, participation, and long-standing 
support by the membership (you) have defined the success of the Institute. 
 
We have a full and diverse program this week: numerous technical sessions, the 
Fishers Forum, workshops, special recognitions, student awards, incredible field trips, 
and, of course, the ever popular social events. As we move through the program, I know 
you will appreciate the uniqueness of the ‘GCFI experience’ and will be enriched by that 
special experience. Thank you. 
 
 
